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illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: . . . them. Yes! she broke in, impatiently, but I want something quite fresh, not like
Whistler, or Morris, or Tadema. It is so distinguished to express ones own personality in ones surroundings. Do
you not mean other peoples personality said the Lay Figure, if you employ their ideas. Dont be flippant, she
broke in. Of course another person may suggest an idea. Which any one is certain to ruin in translating it to
shape, the Lay Figure added. My dear lady, anybody can have ideas; it is to carry them through that reveals the
artist. Still, you might suggest something novel for my new drawing-room, she said. When I do not know its
aspect, or its proportions, what furniture you are prepared to discard, or if you mean to keep the thousand and
one bits of bric-a-brac from your present one. Oh! but every one is absolutely lovely, she replied. It is very rude
of you to reflect upon my taste. People always say it is my strongest point. Of course! But if you express your
own taste in bric-a-brac, and another persons in decoration, wont they clash The Lay Figure paused. Really, she
said, hastily, if I am to choose nothing myself, the room would be hideous. You know novelists always say it is a
woman who gives the indefinable touch to any room. I suspect indefinable touches, said the Lay Figure, calmly;
no touch ought to be applied to a picture or a piano without...
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