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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Our Civil War: A Lecture Delivered in Portland, Maine
It may seem presumption in one who has no popularity, and who is entirely unknown to fame, to oBer any
observations on a subject which is now well understood by the whole American community. I refer, of course, to
the present unfortunate Civil War in our country. This, however, is a subject of such deep and absorbing interest
that any new fact or incident, or any varied phase of the whole question, is everywhere deemed worthy of being
listened to with attention. I claim not to give you any new facts as to the general question; my only claim to
appear before you is in my personal knowledge of many of the characters who occupy prominent positions in
as great a drama as ever passed before the eyes of the world, at least in modern times. Every child who has
attended our common schools is acquainted with the causes which led to the formation of our government as
it now exists, and every man who has read a newspaper has read, and in some measure studied and
comprehended, the general operations of that government. It was first instituted as the result of an indomitable
spirit of liberty - of freedom from unjust and unfair control. Oppression, with all its odious features, fell before
that spirit, and the government of the United States, though born an infant, rose as it were miraculously into
gigantic manhood, and has honorably sustained that manhood to the present hour. And although that hour is
to us an hour of darkness and of deep foreboding, let me say to you that the...
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