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The Quakers in Ancient Newport, Synopsis of a Paper; Read Before the Society at the Annual Meeting, May
Twenty-Ninth, July, 1914 Still further, | maintain that the Quaker element at Newport was the most consistent
and successful illustrator and defender of the faith. It is to me a strange neglect that has fallen on the Quaker
services and influence on the Colonial life of Newport and of the Colony of Rhode Island and the Plantatations.
Among the great facts relating to Newport history the following should be recognized and emphasized. 1. The
pre-Quaker movement, illustrated in the leadership of Anne Hutchinson and later that of William Coddington,
was a soul-liberty event. 2. The early settlement of Quakers at Newport shows it to have been the asylum of the
men and women in search of religious freedom. The execution of Mary Dyer was testimony of their faith in
great principles. 3. The fact that Quaker governors, resident of Newport, ruled Rhode Island for more than a
century, shows the dominance of the principle of Soul-liberty in the Southern Capital of the Colony. 4. The
landing of the ship Wood-house at Newport in 1652, with English Quakers, was a significant event in the
religious life of the Southern Colony, giving to the body of freemen a new impulse, and freedom of conscience
splendid supporters. 5. The visit of George Fox and the establishment of the first Quaker annual meeting at
Portsmouth are significant of the attitude of the founders of Aquidneck plantation. 6. The great prosperity of
Rhode Island Colony for a century and a half, its attitudes towards...
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