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indexed. Not illustrated. 1889 Excerpt: .ravines and abounding in caves; a safe resort for bands of robbers and
outlaws. The country is almost RACTICAL NOTES. impassable to this day. Lieutenant Conder explored the region
and found the cliFs so bold and the ravines so deep and diFicult to cross that he was over four hours in riding
six miles. There is a long ravine with many smaller branches and large caves in the sides, about four or five
miles north of En-gedi, which is most probably the scene of the incident in this lesson. The cliFs are about
fourteen hundred feet higher than the plain, and two thousand feet above the Dead Sea. Saul came to the
caves used as sheepcotes, and entered one of them alone, not knowing that David and his men were in the
deeper recesses of the same cave beyond him (v. 3). W. M. Thomson tells how it is impossible for one just
entering such a cave to see beyond him into the darker depths of the cave, even for a few feet, while those some
time within the recesses could see clearly every movement of a new-comer. Thus David s band, seeing Saul
within their power, urged him to accept it as providential, and to slay his enemy. David was partly persuaded;
silently he stepped forward, and without Saul s knowledge cut oF a part (literally, a wing) of the skirt of the
royal cloak (v. 4). But he speedily regretted this act; his heart...
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