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organization. The effort and time required to prepare and install plans to put in force a law of such far
reaching effect as the workmen s compensation act, prevented the getting out of a bulletin at an earlier date.
Unfortunately, the earlier legislation of this State on compensation was, in a sense, an experiment, and the
appropriations for the purpose so meager, that it was impossible to do more than initiate the reform. This can
be understood from the fact that a greater number of industrial accidents occur in Illinois than in any other
state in the Union, with the exception of New York. An adjustment between employers and employees of all
industrial accidents in a State of well nigh five million people, in a way to properly safeguard the rights and
interests of employers and employees, necessarily required a formal system of keeping of records and books, a
general supervision over the reporting of accidents and an exercising of authority and supervision over
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