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When | go into a bookstore these days, my heart beats wildly, my cheeks burn and I hardly breathe until | am
outside again, Miss Olive Percival wrote in her diary in 1896. How splendid a thing it would be to have one
thousand dollars to buy books with! Ah! me! One thousand dollars remained a lordly sum to a woman whose
salary as an insurance clerk in Los Angeles never exceeded $150 a month. By the time of her death in 1945,
however, she had built a collection of ten thousand books. Her house was crammed with a score of other
collections as well, among them hats, dolls, daguerreotypes, silver, textiles, quilts, fans, bookplates, Lalique, and
Oriental art. Olive May Graves Percival was born on July 1, 1869, in a log cabin on her family s debt-ridden farm
near Sheffield, Illinois. She claimed to have few pleasant memories of her childhood, which was darkened by
parental discord. Her father died when she was ten, and for the next fifty years her closest companion was her
strong-willed and often sharp-tongued mother, Helen Mason Percival. Olive s adored younger sister, Edna, died
in 1893 at the age of seventeen. An older brother, Leo, remained aloof from the family. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In
rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish...
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