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a second example, Schechter mentioned cases in which chil-dren of mothers who had recently fled an abusive
relationship were themselves sexually abused during unsupervised visits with their fathers. She asked, Why. . .
were we having such trouble explaining to the health care providers, the courts, the child protection system,
and the guardian ad litem the central role that domestic violence perpetrators play in jeopardizing the
emotional and physical safety of these children One outcome of concerns about children caught in such situa-
tions was the issuance of a challenge to the American Bar Asso-5 ciation ( ABA ) by then ABA President, R.
William Ide to prepare a report on domestic violence and its impact on children. ( An overview of this report is
presented as Appendix B.) Victims and the legal system. A major challenge for justice professionals, according
to Judge Leonard Edwards ( Santa Clara County, California, Superior Court ), is to develop a coordinated
system within the community to ensure that the victim is not re-abused by the system designed to protect her. If
several persons have been abused by the same perpetrator, various aspects of the case would be handled by
different courts. Alleged child abuse would be handled by juvenile court, while the custody case, the civil suit,
criminal case, and divorce proceedings may all be handled by different lawyers, different judges, and different
courts, each operating on a different schedule and issuing differ-ent, perhaps contrary, orders. Furthermore, as
in The Case of Linda and...
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